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Signing In

To sign in. you just need to EEIEII

access the following link: @) AmCATGVUSALsb >

Societal Analytics =~ AmCAT

https://amcat4.labs.vu.nl/

This is the AmCAT Server of the VU Soocetal Analytics Lab. You can login with any valid email
address, but most projects require authorization 10 see and use. If you are a lab member you
can also create your own projects and upload your own data for analysis. Please reach out to

us at analytics-lab fsw@vu.nl or check the Societal Analytics Lab website for more information.

From there, you will see this
webpage: o
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While you
receive it, |
will continue

Authentication

@ midat

MiddleCat

with...
cat-in-the-middle authentication
sign in with The email
may land in
the spam

folder.
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Developed by

Sofia Gil-Clavel
Johannes Gruber

Kasper Welbers

Wouter van Atteveldt

by researchers for researchers, society, and data savvy users.
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General Goal

To standardize multimedia
access and analysis with
easy-to-use software.
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To do so
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To do so

AmCAT strives to:
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To do so

AmCAT strives to:

% Be an inferested in understanding
and engaging with multimedia data analysis.
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AmCAT strives to:

% Be an inferested in understanding
and engaging with multimedia data analysis.

% Provide an
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To do so

AmCAT strives to:

% Be an inferested in understanding
and engaging with multimedia data analysis.
% Provide an

multimedia data under the
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To do so

AmCAT strives to:
% Be an interested in understanding

and engaging with multimedia data analysis.
% Provide an

multimedia data under the

(text, audio, image,
& video) into (research) workflows.
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remotes::install_github("ccs-amsterdam/amcat4r™) I I'IS|'CI"
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remotes: :install_github("ccs-amsterdam/amcatdr")

Tibrary(amcatdr) I Open
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remotes: :install_github("ccs-amsterdam/amcat4r")
Tibrary(amcat4r)
#### Checking the indexes ####

Log-in to server

amcat_login("https://amcat4,labs.vu.nl/amcat™)
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remotes::install_github("ccs-amsterdam/amcat4r”)

Tibrary(amcat4r)

###d checking the indexes ###d

amcat_login("https://amcat4.labs.vu.nl/amcat”)

Tist_indexes()

example_index=read.csv("CODES_SGC/Example_Index.csv'" header = TRUE,sep = ";") Create index
create_index(index = "example_index", guest_role = "METAREADER",

description = "My first index”,name = "Example_Index")
-

Inclusive Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2026 29
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remotes: :install_github("ccs-amsterdam/amcat4r")
Tibrary(amcat4r)

#### Checking the indexes ####
amcat_login("https://amcat4.labs.vu.nl/amcat")

Tist_indexes()

example_index=read.csv("CODES_SGC/Example_Index.csv" ,header = TRUE,sep = ";")

"METAREADER",
"Example_Index")

create_index(index = "example_index", guest_role
description = "My first index",name

Upload to server

upload_documents(index = "example_index",
example_index)
- _________________________________________________________________________________m
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remotes: :install_github("ccs-amsterdam/amcat4r") = : s
query_documents ("example_index",

library(amcat4r) queries = "kerstman") %>%
count(date) %>%

ggplot(aes(x = date, y = n)) +
amcat_login("https://amcat4.labs.vu.nl/amcat") geom_] ine O

#### Checking the indexes ####

T
Tist_indexes()

example_index=read.csv("CODES_SGC/Example_Index.csv" ,header = TRUE,sep = ";") Fabosmest  Fley  Mais  Pikages  Holp  Viewsr  Pesmrtstans —-

P isn Bigens 0 | 4 G B -
"METAREADER", §
"Example_Index")

create_index(index = "example_index", guest_role =
description = "My first index",name =

upload_documents(index = "example_index",
example_index) .

Start analyzing -

1M

[N |V
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remotes: :install_github("ccs-amsterdam/amcat4r")

Tibrary(amcat4r)

amcat_login("https://amcat4.labs.vu.nl/amcat")

Tist_indexes()

example_index=read.csv("CODES_SGC/Example_Index.csv",header = TRUE,sep = ";")
create_index(index = "example_index", guest_role = "METAREADER", MY indices Jil, Y &
description = "My first index",name = "Example_Index")
upload_documents(index = "example_index",
example_index) Example _Index

Start analyzing
@,
-
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Already running
in the Societal Analytics
Lab server and soonin:

Entry point

S
Z,
o®

(,56\
Create a save S
repository to share
and search for data.

Jana Bernhard-Harrer

@ GESIS Leibniz-Institut
fur Sezialwissenschaften
v 3

Johannes Gruber

Share
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== I] Refers to analyses methods that can
ilfs be performed without access to the

full data set.
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O

0 [] EII] AmCAT enables users to give access
to others to view the metadata and

annotations without accessing the

underlying full text. r\
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Access Control

Role Global
Level Role

Index Role

Description

If a user does not have an explicit role on an index, the guest role {if any) is used. An unauthorized user can still get guest
roles, so they can see any indices with a guest rode, This is not a spedific level, but it serves as a lallback for undelined index
roles.

Can see which indices exist, but cannol access them, Index A is invisible to the user,

Can see which Indices exist. Can read all properties, do queries, #1¢, In Index A, but cannot read the ‘text’ attribute.

Can see which indices exist. Can read all properties, do queries, 1¢. in Index A, but cannot make changes.

Can see which indices exist, Can add/delete documents, add/delete users {up Lo their own level), and make other changes
(but not delete) in Index A

Can see which Indices exist, can add /'update/delete documents and users (up to thelr own level) In Index A and delete Index
Aitsell,

Can create new Indexes and users (with at most their own global role). Index A Is invisible to the user.

Can create new indexes and users (with at most their own global role). Can read all properties, do queries, etc. in Index A,
but cannot read the ‘text” attribute,

Can create new projects and users (with at most thedr own global cole). Can read all properties, do queries, efc in index A,
but cannot make changes.

Can create new projects and users (with at most their own global role), Can add/delete decuments, add/delete users (up to
their own level), and make other changes in Index A, but can't defete Index A

Inclusive

Can create new projects and users (with at most their own global role). Can add/update/delete documents and users {up to
their own level) in Index A and detete Index A ltsell.

Can detete projects and assign themselves a role on any index role. Can do whatever they want, including deleting the
index.

Entry point e Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2026 39
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research CEmTm
16Ul §

My indices Users & Q o

o]
n U Walw

No results.
Settings Users X
Guest role METAREADER Add Users
' B
useri@useriand.com
EXQmple_lndeX @ Archive Df userZ@userland.com
My first index
Guestrole METAREADER L )

Oownrole ADMIN -
Folder READER v ’

Image
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Multimedia data

OPEN SOURCE SEARCH, ANALYTICS, AND Al PLATFORM

Q
% - lasticsearch

Source: https://www.elastic.co/elasticsearch

Inclusive Entry point Non- . Multimedia data Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2026 42
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Multimedia data

OPEN SOURCE SEARCH, ANALYTICS, AND Al PLATFORM

Q
% - lasticsearch

Elasticsearch is an open source, distributed search and analytics engine built for speed,
scale, and Al applications. As a retrieval platform, it stores structured, unstructured, and

vector data in real time — delivering fast hybrid and vector search, powering
observability and security analytics, and enabling Al-driven applications with high
performance, accuracy, and relevance.

Source: https://www.elastic.co/elasticsearch
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Multimedia data

Image

Future

Inclusive Entry point oo Multimedia data Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2026 45
consumptive



‘ VUL 2
Amsterdam Content @soaetamnawcsLab
Analysis Toolkit (AmCAT)

Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2026 46



¥ VU
Amsterdam Content @;az;éfg.“;:ﬁali'e;egfﬁab
Analysis Toolkit (AmCAT)

R Y
8
4

Inclusive

Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2026 47



3 VU 2
Amsterdam Content @gceséfarxna@'e;egtab
Analysis Toolkit (AmCAT)

=Y |
q -

Inclusive Entry point

3';1!;

Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2026 48



y VU 2
Amsterdam Content @gceﬁéta.‘“;\‘nal;'e;eﬁstab
Analysis Toolkit (AmCAT)

=l

Non-
consumptive

Inclusive Entry point

3‘;1!;

Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2026 49



Amsterdam Content
Analysis Toolkit (AmCAT)

)
8
4

Inclusive Entry

point

3';1!;

Non-

. Multimedia data
consumptive

"‘

3 VU e
Faculty of Social Sciences
Societal Analytics Lab

Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2026 50



3 VU
Amsterdam Content @;aefét‘s.‘“xham;egcab
Analysis Toolkit (AmCAT)

R r\
“}"ﬂ

Inclusive Entry point Do Multimedia data
consumptive

3';1!;

= e

https://amcat4.labs.vu.nl/
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ments that the general

Search

comptext observer
comptext_observer

This folder has information that the géneral
AmCAT server user can access as Obsegver.

comptext_reader
compiext_reader

This project has information thg

Using the GUI

Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2026
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Giving & Requesting
Access

=5 S B
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Uploading

= & AmCAT X | +

¢« (&) © & amcatdabsvu.nl/projects

@) AmCAT@VUSALlab > select project

I\ Projects & Server role

Projects

Projects

No folders found

y VU
~ AN TEROWN
Faculty of Social Sciences

Societal Analytics Lab

v = (m] X

[£3 g @ signin 3] & =

Create new project

Search 0_3
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Use the following:
comptext_<your initials>_<a number=

request. If approved, / 1e project will be created for you an

granted admin acce/s to it.

Name

‘ My new project

Description

Optionally, A brief description of the project

Folder

‘ newspapers/national

Project request Message

You can add a message here to justify your request.

e
ENAORATOT
' AMSTEROAN

Faculty of Social Sciences

Societal Analytics Lab
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Let's have a 10
mins break

while | accept
your requests.
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B | & AmCAT x 4+ v = (m] X
« = O © & amcatdabsvu.nl/projects B % @ signin 3] & =
@) AmCAT@VUSALab > select project - el

I\ Projects (& Server role

Projcts

o—
Search -0

Projects

coqf ~wext_sgc 827
romptext_sgc 827

No folders found

o
=
=

.
0

o
D

st AmCAT project.
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Uploading
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El @ AmCAT X + 7 - - 8
« & © #° amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_sgc_827 B <y @ signin 2] & =
Q )  AmCAT@VU SA Lab > comptext_sgc_827 'g‘

88 Dashboard\ | & Data /) B Fields 8 Settings & Users

This project is empty

Congratulations on creating a project! Here are some actions you can take to

get started:

88 Dashboard — Search, aggregate, and download documents
& Data — Upload documents from a CSV file

03 Fields — Configure the fields for each document in this project
o

~ Users — Invite collaborators and set a guest role for public access

8 Settings — Update the project name, description, and other details

As soon as you add data to the project. you will be taken to the Dashboard where you can
search, aggregate, and download decuments.

You can also connect to this project from Python or R to upload or query documents from

a script.
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(=) & AmCAT x  + ~ = [} X
&« ] © & amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_sgc_827/data?tab=upload B % @ signin g &£ =
( & AmCAT@VU SA Lab > comptext_sgc 827 (9\

98 Dashboard B Data @8 Fields €8 Settings & Users

Upload Multimedia

Click to upload or drag and drop

CSV, TSV, XLSX, ODS — ora ZIP of .tet / .docx / .pdf documenits

[ Or select a folder of documents

@ Information on Uploading Documents

Upload documents to this project. You can upload a spreadsheet (CSV, TSV, XLSX) or a folder or zip with with text, PDF, or DOCX
documents. After uploading the file, you can choose what to do with each field or column in the data before uploading.

Column actions Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2025 59



Uploading

= AmCAT X | + b = o X
< C @ &2 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext sgc 827/data?tab=upload 5] @ iﬁ’ @ Signin ﬂ & =
@) AmCAT@VUSALlab > comptext sgc 827 =
08 Dashboard & Data (B Fields 8 Setings &\ Users

Upload Multimedia
Click to upload or drag and drop
CSV, TSV, XLSX, ODS — ora ZIP of .txt / .docx / .pdf documents
3 Orselect a folder of documents
N

® Information on Uploading Documents

Upload documents to this project. You can upload a spreadsheet (CSV, TSV, XLSX) or a folder or zip with with text. PDF, or DOCX
documents. After uploading the file, you can choose what to do with each field or column in the data before uploading.

Column actions

VU s
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Societal Analytics Lab
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© = amcat4.labs.vu.nl/projects/compte Fieid types

Upload Multimedia

C3V column

-

:

Exclude

Exclude

Exclude

Exclude

Exclude

Exclude

~ = O x
heyword Shart abels or categonies (&g country. Bnguage). Searched a5 exact values.
tag Like keyword. bat a document can have multple tags.
toxt Langer free text (=G artiche body) Analysed word-by-word for ful-text search.
date Date or date/lime values,
Integer Whole numbers wathout decimals,
number Numanc values with decimals,

True oc talse vakiss.

boolsan

url / image / video / Liniks to web pages or media fles. Displayed as a dickable Ink or inkno media
sudio

object

Structured ISON cojocts. Not analysed or parsed by Dasticsaarch,

Al
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B | & amcar x 4+ w — O x
(o @ @ 52 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/compte Fieid types
seyword Shart abels or categonies (&g country. Bnguage). Searched a5 exact values.
"@ AmCAT@VU SA lab > comptext_sgc 827 35e Sovywenh Bk & Aoctmewof o havatymltiphs Shox
o toxt Langer free lext (2.5 article body). Analysed word-by-word for full-text search,
98 Dashboard & Data (@3 Fields &8 Settings &\ Users
date Date of date/lime values.
Integer Whole numbers wathout decimals,

number NUMANC valoes with decamals,
Upload Multimedia Trus oc false yakies.

boolean

url / image / video / Liniks to web pages or media Mles. Displayed as 3 dickable Ink or inkne modia
audio

object

Structured ISON cojocts. Not analysed or parsed by Dasticsaarch,

-
O
£
| -
o

Gl
(74

O

.2

L.

C5V column Action AmCAT field Type 06
id New field id © keyword v
author author o keyword 4
year year 1] integer v
title title B text v
chapter chapter © keyword ™
text text B text v
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51 | & AmCAT X+ v = O X
&« (@] @ == amcatd.labs.yu.nl/projects/comptext_sgc_827/data?tab=upload B @® signin 5] & =
—&
"{\S&J AmCAT@VU SAlab > comptext_sgc_827 rQ'

88 Dashboard [ Data [OB Fields 8 Settings & Users

Upload Multimedia

O Change file

Choosing identifier

CSV column Action AmCAT field Type —
id id o keyword v
author author o keyword V
year year W integer v
title title B text v
chapter chapter o keyword 4
text text B text v

Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2025 63



Uploading

() & AmCAT x 4
C @ &2 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_sgc_827/data?tab=upload
CSV column Action AmCAT field

id Mew field id

author New field author

year Mew field year

title New field . title

chapter MNew field chapter

text Mew field text

Confirm upload
Uplead 15 documents <> Show code Create ™

@ Information on Uploading Documents

B &%

Type

m QO W = ¢ 0

~ = O
@ Sign in a &
0 Change file
keyword V 06
keyword hd
integer v
text 4
keyword v
text v
~

&
VUL
L3 AV TERONN

Faculty of Social Sciences

Societal Analytics Lab
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& | e Amcar X |+ R = s

« - C @ 52 amcat4.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext sgc_827/data?tab=upload 5] @ ‘tf? @Signin i] &

o
=
N

Upload complete

15 documents uploaded successfully.

View uploaded data Upload more data
— :

Visual
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&= AmCAT X | + s = o X
« > C @ &2 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_sgc_827/dashboard?tab @ ﬁ’ ¥, @ Sign in ﬁ & =
@) AmCAT@VUSALlab > comptext sgc 827 9

88 Dashboard & Data (8 Fields @8 Settings &\ Users

Q search

® Information on Search syntax & filters &

You can enter queries here to search through the project. Results will be displayed below this box. You can minimize this box by clicking

on the header above.

Query syntax

climate AND policy

climate OR weather

climate NOT gas

(climate OR weather) AND policy
"climate change”

"climate policy"~5

climat®*

Filters

Both terms must appear

Either term

Exclude a term l}
Group with parentheses

Exact phrase

Words within 5 positions of each other

Wildcard (prefix match)
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B & AmCAT X |+
« C ©@ &° amcatd.labs.vunl/projects/comptext_s
( & AmCAT@VU SA Lab > comptext_sgc 827

88 Dashboard & Data [B Fields 8 Settings &\ Users

Fields =* Add field
D Field Type
author Q kelz;:f;?d
chapter E) kegfe\;\::;trid
Fo O e
B
title text
text

L b

gc_82

7/fields

Dashboard

0O:

B iy

Q
METAREADER access

A& invisible v
&) invisible v
&) invisible v
&) invisible v

&) invisible v

3 VU =

Faculty of Social Sciences

Societal Analytics Lab
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=) AmCAT x | +

<« C @ &2 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_sgc 827 /fields 23] s
AmCAT@VU SA Lab > comptext_sgc 827

88 Dashboard & Data [B Fields 8 Settings & Users

Fields =+ Add field

&, @ Sign in

Q

D Field Type Dashboard METAREADER access
keyword = £EN vici
th = Y vicikla
author ® keyword D -
D () show in document
keyword — -
chapter E> keyword = () show in list ) visible
show as heading (title)
o id O keyword ) invisible v
keyward show graph
text = i
text @ ot D = @ visible ¥
; text = O e
title ot D =H Q\ invisible v

O

& &

% VU e

Faculty of Social Sciences

Societal Analytics Lab

o

You can choose
where to
display them.
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B AmCAT L

&« C ©@ &° amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_s

98 Dashboard £ Data [8 Fields 88 Settings &\ Users

Fields =* Add field

D Field Type
author Q kel::::::rjd
chapter Q keky;\:::g;ld

o O e
B
title B t::t'f
year W IigrE:ger

gc_B82

T/fields

B & %

Dashboard

0:

™

S VU o

Faculty of Social Sciences

Societal Analytics Lab

L @ signin 5] &

Q

METAREADER access

(@ visible v
@ visible v
&) invisible v
®© visible v
&) invisible v



o
=
N

Visual

B | & amcar x 4+

expands the query bar zo it's easier to enter multiple queries.

Aggregats Copy Document actions

@ @ 52 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_sgc_827/dashboz

B e 1 &

LAULLUN TRERL G LT SEal i el 0 400 TIE1E INLETS, FILETS Biiiuw TESUILS By Usle TaIige, Rey WOl Vanses, of WoCurieris s, S0 e Donouien Wit your SEsror Qe y usig Ao

~ = O x

@ Sign in é &

<* Show code

15 articles

bookl

This is some text Other_Text

[ saveson s | copt | a1 ] 20a1

I

1of 3

Gl

bookl

This is some text Other_Text

cemename

bookl

This is some text Other_Text

v e | i L i ] o

bookl

This is some text Other_Text

(e e | copms ] 0 ] e

booki

This is some text Other_Text

[ commoe e | s | a1 | 20

book2

This is some text Other_Text

[ e e | cope L 1]

AUTHOR
R

sl

Somecne e« - S

] i 3 15
YEAR
&
.
24
0 i
2025 2024 2023

‘e me
SN AT
b AsGTERDAW

Faculty of Social Sciences

Societal Analytics Lab
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izing

Visual

B & AmCAT X+ v — O
(o C @ &2 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_sgc_827/dashbo E e W 4, @ Sign in i] &
elimat® Wildcard (prefix match)
Filters
Usz the 57 but 2 the seanch bar to add field filters. Filters narrow results by date range, keyword values, or decument IDs, and are combined with your search query using AMND.
The 3 butic uery bar so it's easier to enter multiple queries.

Summary Aggregats Copy Document actions

Display

|~ Line Graph
Aggregate

M count
Horizontal (X) axis

Select field

¢ Showcode m

@ Information on aggregation .

The aggregate tab groups documents by one or two fields and visualizes the result. Configure the options on the left and dlick Submit to run.

Display Choose how to visualize the result a line graph or bar chart for trends over time, a table for cross-tabulations, or a list for ranked counts.
Aggregate  What to measure. Defaults to Count (number of documents), but you can alzo compute the sum, average, minimum, or maximum of a numeric fizld.

Axis The field to group by, such as a date {with an interval like week or month), a keyword, or & tag. A second axis is optional and adds a further grouping dimension (e.0. multiple lines in a line
graph).

Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2025
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=) ® AmCAT x [N N - o %
&« C @ &2 amcatd.labsvu.nl/projects/comptext_sgc 827/dashbo:: B 612 ¥ Y @signin 5y &£ =

climat* Wildcard (prefix match)

Filters.

Usz the 57 button next to the search bar to add field filters. Filters narrow results by date range, keyword values, or document IDs, and ara combined with your search query using AND.
The £ button expands the query bar o it's 2asier to enter multiple queries.

Summary Aggregate Copy Document actions

= Display

(] | |~ Lire Graph

N Aggregate

© = W count Ik

O
3
2
>

Horizontal (X} axis

Select field

<> Show code

@ Information on aggregation -
The aggregate tab groups documents by one or two fields and visualizes the result. Configurs the options on the feft and click Submit to run.

Display Choose how to visualize the result 2 fine graph or bar chart for rends over ime. 3 table for cross-tabulations, or 2 st for ranksd counts.
Aggregate  What to measure. Defaults to Count (number of documents), but you can also compute the sum, average, minimum, or maximum of 3 numeric fiald.

Axis The field to group by, such as a date {with an interval like week or month), a keyword, or a tag. A second axis is optional and adds a further grouping dimension (e.g. muitipiz lines in a fine
graphj.
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iving Access

G

B AmCAT X 4 b - ]

ashboard?tab=- B ¥¥ . @ signin g &8

[

&« C @ &2 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_sgc_8

AmCAT@VU SA Lab > comptext_sgc 827

88 Dashboard & Data| | OB Fislds | 88 Settings & Users

Q search V C

@ Information on Search syntax & filters ~

You can enter queries here to search through the project. Results will be displayed below this box. You can minimize this box by clicking
on the header above.

Query syntax
climate AND policy Both terms must appear
climate OR weather Either term
climate NOT gas Exclude a term

(climate OR weather) AND policy  Group with parentheses

"climate change” Exact phrase
"climate policy”~5 Words within 5 positions of each other
climat* Wildcard (prefix match)

Filters

0
(o

¥ VU e

Faculty o 2S
Societal Analytics Lab
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B AmCAT x| + v - o X
(o C @ a2 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_sgc_827/fields B 2 @ Sign in ﬁ & =
( g; AmCAT@VU SA Lab > comptext_sgc 827 rg.

88 Dashboard & Data [B Fields 8 Settings &\ Users

Fields ~=* Add field Q
D Field Type Dashboard METAREADER access
author Q kel:::f;?d D = H & invisible
chapter E) kef;:ff;?d 0= @ invisible v
o . O keg.::igtrid 0= &) invisible v
text @ fee:tt 0= @ invisible v
title text Di=H &) invisible v
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B AmCAT X+ 4 - o X
C @ &2 amcatdlabs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_sgc_827/fields B v Y @signin g1 & =
Fields =+ Add field Q
D Field Type Dashboard METAREADER access
keyword — > invisi
author Q keyword D = bs\ invisible v ]
& invisible
keyword = N
chapter E> keyword D = Q @ Vvisible 2

(P
i

06 id E> keyword

keyword

&) invisible v

R invisle You can make
visible, as many
variable as you
& invisivle v want.

text @ F:;t D

title B et 0:

n
I

&) invisible v

year ”‘H integer D

long

¢> Show code Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2025 77
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(=] AmCAT X+ i - o X
« C ©@ &2 amcatd.labs.vunl/projects/comptext_sgc_827/fields B Y @signin 7] &£ =
AmCAT@VU SA Lab > comptext_sgc 827 g

88 Dashboard & Data [B Fields 8 Settings | 2\ Users

Fields ~=* Add field Q
D Field Type Dashboard METAREADER access
author Q ke&':::sgfld 0= ® invisible v
chapter () kel{:;ig—jd 0= @ invisible v
o - () I-celz.rwo;dd 0= &) invisible v
text @ t':tt 0= @ invisible v
title text O:=H &) invisible v
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Let's make
groups of 5
people.

You and your team will explore
the access control features.
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B 2 AmCAT X 4 v = ] X
(= C @ a2 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_sgc_827/users B 2 @ Sign in ﬁ &8 =
( Q AmCAT@VU SA Lab > comptext_sgc 827 rg‘

88 Dashboard & Data (B Fields 88 Settings & Users

Guestrole = NONE &

rg.."‘ Add user Q

Email Tl Role Tl

b.s.gilclavel@vu.nl ADMIN v 'Q\_
<» Show code

® Information on user management ~

Project roles

Every project has its own users table with the following roles and incremental permissions.

OBSERVER Can find the project and see project metadata, but cannot search documents. Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2025 80
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iving
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‘& AmCAT

x  +

[«

@ 2 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_sgc 827/users (3] w

Add Users

user]1 @userland.com
user2@userland.com
*@my-university.com

[ OBSERVER

OBSERVER
METAREADER |
READER |
WRITER
ADMIN

@ signin

O

9 &

¥ VU =
ENNOEATOY
AMGTEROAN

Faculty of Social Sciences

Societal Analytics Lab
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Societal Analytics Lab

By default, you are ADMIN of your project.

Add Users

user] @userland.com
user2 @userland.com
*@my-university.com

» This allows you tfo:

» Upload documents.

» Delete documents and your project.

» Give other people access to your project.

ADMIN
l OBSERVER v
® ® OBSERVER
METAREADER
READER
WRITER
ADMIN OBSERVER METAREADER READER WRITER
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Exercise:

1. To each member in your feam give
access to your project using the

Y Add Users 8 different types of access.
44 e usndcon 2. Based on the access that the others
3 e gave you: What can you see of each
iact?
(8 ) project
< ADMIN
l OBSERVER v
m @ * (OBSERVER s Create
: METAREADER - °
© = READER
> WRITER
N ADMIN OBSERVER  METAREADER READER WR}VER

G
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iving Access

G

B | & AmcAT x| + e - b=
¢« @ © & amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_sgc 827/users B % L @signin gy & =
( a AmCAT@VU SA Lab > comptext_sgc 827 (9..
98 Dashboard & Data @8 Fields &8 Settings &\ Users
Guestrole  NONE (&
,g.,"' Add user Q
Email 1) Role Tl
b.s.gilclavel@vu.nl ADMIN v o-
You can You can
wouter.van.atteveldt@vu.nl O | WG yS WRITER v ..g.r O | WO yS
OBSERVER

modify.

kwelbers@vu.nl

METAREADER

Are you sure you want to delete
this user? Type "yes"

delete.

READER
a.g.bollicimoreno@vu.nl hype "yes" ta confirm |
WRITER

|Gil-Clavel | 2025
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3 VU o
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Societal Analytics Lab

B AmCAT x|+ 4 - o X
(o C &2 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_sgc_827/users ® 2 &, @ Sign in Q &8 =
AmCAT@VU SA Lab > comptext_sgc 827 rQ,

88 Dashboard & Data (B Fields 88 Settings & Users

General users of the i

Guestrole  NONE & AmMCAT server can check

04 pgg NONE your data based on the . ‘

OBSERVER variables that you made

T mewenoee visible and what you

bsgiicay READER allow them to see. &

WOUREr A e — o

T ETREADER o

agbolicmoreno@vn o o

<» Show code
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Giving Generadl
Access

Guestrole = NONE [&
NONE
1
OBSERVER
b METAREADER

y READER

WRITER

¥ VU 2
Faculty of Social Sciences
@Societal Analytics Lab

Each member of your team should
choose one different type of "Guest
role" for their project.

What can you see of each project?
What can you do in each project?

NONE
OBSERVER P1 WRITER
P2 P5
METAREADER READER
P3 P4

Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2025
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5 | ‘& AmCAT x | + v = O X
« > C © & amcatd.labsvu.nl/projects Bl so% ¥ Y @signin 5y & =
Projects

comptext sgc 827
comptext_sgc 827

No folders found comptext_observer

What if | see an
interesting
project?

s it possible to
request access”?

nation that the gener

comptext_metareader

¥t

: = S8
nts that the general AmGAT mation that the general AmGAT gser
etareader,

comptext writer
comptext_writer

Yes, it is possible!

P

£-2 4

Ad
44
@
v
Y
<
o
c
=
44
@
=)
v
@
oz

he general AmCAT
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Exercise: y I
< 1. Inyour team, look for the W o 05 N

-

project of the person on
your right. =

2. Accessit.
3. Wait for the next T — -
instructions. | ' |

comptext metareader

comptext_metareader

This ect has documents that th
serv S I
comptext writer

comptext_writer

Ad
44
@
v
Y
<
o
c
=
44
@
=)
v
@
oz
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In another person's project Societal Analytics Lab

B8 & AmCAT

&« C @ a2 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_observer/settings 1] 'ﬁ‘ 2 @Sign in i] &

@ AmCAT@VU SA Lab > comptext_observer - rg.\

#3 Setting: B Access

comptext_observer

This folder has information that the general AmCAT server user can access as observer.

Folder [(none)

Contact information

This project does not have public contact information.

Project ID  comptext_observer
Size 498 Bytes

@ Information on project settings R7

»
v
o
O
S
<
(o))
-
-
v
O
=
w
O
(0 4
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In another person's project

B | & amcar - O X
&« ] @ & amcatdlabs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_observer/access B < L @signin By & =
@ AmCAT@VU SA Lab > comptext_observer - rg.\

bl Settings |‘E| Agcess

You have the OBSERVER role on this project. @

Request a role change

Message to administrator delete role
You can add a message here to explain why you need this role. METAREADER
READER
WRITER
| ADMIN

»
v
o
O
S

<
(o))
-

-
v
O
=
w
O

(0 4
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Faculty of Social Sciences

! : Societal Analytics Lab
In another person's project :
=] ‘ & AmCAT - O e
&« C @ a2 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_observer/access 1] 'if(‘ 2 @ Sign in i] & =
@ AmCAT@VU SA Lab > comptext_observer - rg.\
i3 Settings E] Access
You have the OBSERVER role on this project. @
Message to administrator
Dear Admin,
] Could you please let me explore your data? Perhaps, we can collaborate.
- Sofia
4
Send request 2
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Faculty of Social Sciences

In another person's project - ~Sersocietal Analytics Lab
B & AmCAT — O *
&« C @ 5= amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_observer/access 1] 'if(‘ & @Sign in i] & =
@ AmCAT@VU SA Lab > comptext_observer - rg.\

i Seftings E] Access

You have the OBSERVER role on this project. @

(® Role change request pending

Message to administrator

Dear Admin,
Could you please let me explore your data? Perhaps, we can collaborate.

- Sofia
V.

Update request

»
v
o
O
S
<
(o))
-
-
v
O
=
w
O
(0 4
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v 1@ AmCAT X o+

« = C 23 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects

@ AmCAT@VU SA Lab > select project

I\ Projects & Branding ) Serverusers [ Snapshots

o—
Search -0

Projects

) ParlEE plenary speeches data set: AT
O Dutch Media parlee at

o\

See https://dataverse.harvard.edu/datasetxhtmi?
persistentid=doi:10.7910/DVN/ZY3RV7

| itz ®
| ParlEE plenary speeches data set: PT 3 |
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v i@ AmCAT X o+ — O X

¢« > C 25 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects w ®

Notifications

Server role Project role Project @

user b.s.gilclavel@vu.nl
requests READER role
for project comptext_observer

Dear Admin, Could you please let me explore your data? Perhaps, we can

collaborate. - Sofia

0/ 2 requests evaluated Submit decisions

(72
-
(74
)
-
U
()
(2 4
O)
o
e
Q.
@
(¥
(¥
<[
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v 1@ AmCAT x |+ — H %

« > C 25 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects b ¢ ®

Notifications

Server role Project role Project @

user  bas.gildavel@vu.ni . X
requests READER role

for project comptext observer

Dear Admin, Could you please let me explore your data? Perhaps, we can

collaborate. - Sofia

1/ 2 requests evaluatec, (QEETLIUTEEELLEE)

(72
-
(74
)
-
U
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(2 4
O)
o
e
Q.
@
(¥
(¥
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« = C Q@ = amcatd.labs.vu.nl/projects/comptext_observer/access ® & L @ signin

@ AmCAT@VU SALab > comptext observer -

8 Settings Access

You have the OBSERVER role on this project. @

( Role change request pending

Message to administrator L v = ) x
Dear Admin,
Could you please let me explore your data? Perhaps, we can collzborate. ¢ ilalsn WA/ priveci Aot haerve/dccest ao i Qe 8§
~Sofia

Jo

@ AmCAT@VUSAL

Update requ
~ W Datesws @ Fas

¥ou have the READER tole on this projecs. ()

Request a role change
Mesage 1o admntraton
A o el i Tt iere G ATk Wiy Gt (reeed 1The sk

I\ I

(72
-
(74
)
-
v
()
(2 4
O)
o
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@
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Let's have a
10 mins

break.
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Societal Analytics Lab

—)

E ® AmCAT X + v = O

X

« => C Q == amcat4.labs.vu.nl/projects ® 7% b @ signin 5] &2

S @) AmCAT@VUSALab > select project

I\ Projects (& Server role

Jo

b.s.gilclavel@vu.nl

[—) Sign-out
@—> €3 APIKeys
PrO_jeCtS m] Take Tour

'3:3:' Light mode

seard (O About

Projects

comptext_sgc 827
comptexi_sgc 827

No folders found

My first AmCAT project.

Getting an APl ke
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5 o AmCAT X |+ v - o

X
— C @ & amcatd labsvu.nl/api_keys 8 <& @ ) & =
—~& O
7.'6‘ AmCAT@VU SA Lab > seiect project ™

M\ Projects & Server rale

7 ~N
| N -

© Information on API keys A

An API key lets you access AmCAT programmatically — from a script or analysis pipeline — without having
to log in interactively. Once created, pass the key when connecting to AmCAT from Python or R.

Most screens in the interface have a Show code button that generates ready-to-use Python and R code for
the current query or dataset. This is a good starting point for your own scripts.

amcatdpy (Python) @  amcatdr (R) &

>
o
X
o
<
=
(o
(o)
=
=
o
O
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Getting an API key

S VU o

Facu t\ of Social Sx:igl“i.cs.
Societal Analytics Lab

B & AmCAT X + ~ = [} b4

&« C ©@ 2 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/api_keys B L @signin 7] &

(@) AmCAT@VUSALab > select project

Jo

I\ Projects (& Server role

APl Key Name* Expiration date*

comptext_project 16/04/2027, 12:38 t
restrict server role restrict project role

NONE &4 Select role =

Custom project role restrictions (overrides restrict project role)

Add project role
Create APl Key Cancel
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(=) & AmCAT X 4+ v = O b4

&« C ©@ 2 amcatd.labs.vu.nl/api_keys B L @ signin 5] &

@) AmMCAT@VUSAlab > select project

I\ Projects (& Server role

API Key Created

Please copy and store your API key securely. You wont be able to see it again!

Copy the key
A and save it in
your computer.

Getting an APl key
‘
\J
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R/RStudio

3 VU# e
' cial Scien
Socnetal Analytlcs Lab

Open R, Rstudio, or whatever software you use to interact
with R.
Open and save the R-script where you will be working.

Let me know when you are ready to confinue.
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Access AMCAT InR

@ remotes::install_github("ccs-amsterdam/amcatd4r")

L. VU e

Faculty of ¢
Societal Analytics Lab

Social Sciences
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Access AMCAT InR

remotes::install_github("

<:::> library(amcatdr)

ccs-amsterdam/amcatdr'

e, VU i

~ulty of Social Scienc

Socuetal Analytlcs Lab

Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2026 106



Access AMCAT InR

©)

s VU S

Faculty of Social Sciences

Societal Analytics Lab

remotes::install_github("ccs-amsterdam/amcat4r")
library(amcatdr)

amcat_login(server="https://amcatd.labs.vu.nl/api",
api_key = " I'")
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Access AMCAT InR

e .
VU s
~ AN TEROWN

Faculty of Social Sciences

Societal Analytics Lab

remotes::install_github("ccs-amsterdam/amcatd4r")
library(amcat4r)

amcat_login(server="https://amcatd4.labs.vu.nl/api",
api_key = " 1'")

Console  Terminal Background Jobs =

R - R442 - C/Users/0ae694/OneDrive - Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam/ManagingLab/LabSoftware/LabSoftware/

> amcat_login(server="https://amcat4.labs.vu.nl1/api",

+ api_key =| | D)
Discarding pre-4.1 authentication tokens

should the amcat token be stored only in memory (more secure) or encrypt
ed on disk (more convenient as authentication does not need to be repeate
d in a new R session)?

1: store on disk (less secure)
2: Store only in memory (less convenient)
3: Authenticate each time

Selection: 2
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’ VU S
Faculty of Social Sciences
Societal Analytics Lab

For this part, | will upload the Jane Austen's books. For this, | will

use the project that | already created:
comptext_sgc_827 . get_fields("comptext_sgc_827") $name
) > get_fields("comptext_sgc_827")$name
My first AmCAT project. [1] "author" "chapter" "id" "text"
[5] "title" "year"

l )
|

As long as | upload documents
that have these fields, AMCAT will
be able to process them.

O
e
O
&
O)
£
v
O
L/
Q.
-
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Uploading Data

3 VU¥ s
Faculty of Social Sciences
Societal Analytics Lab

For this part, | will upload the Jane Austen's books. For this, | will
use the project that | already created:

> get_fields("comptext_sgc_827") $name > names (JA_BOOKS)

[1] "author" ‘"chapter" "id" "text" | [1] "text” "title” "author" ‘"chapter"
[5] "title" "year" [5] "year" "id"
upload_documents(index = "comptext_sgc_827",

documents=JA_BOOKS)

Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2026 11



Uploading Data

e VU e
Faculty of Social Sciences
@Societal Analytics Lab

Using the function upload_documents(), you could also upload
more documents to your project.

| do not recommend to this today, because we would
saturate the server. (:
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list_indexes() >+ 1ist_indexes()$id

\ ] l
Y

> Tist_indexes()$%id

Yes, index is the same [1] "comptext_metareader" "comptext_observer"
i [3] "comptext_writer" "comptext_reader"
oS prOJeCT‘ [5] "comptext_sgc_827"

Analyzing Data
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query_documents (index="comptext_sgc_827"

queries = "text:countenance OR text:felicity",

fields=c("year", "title"))
You can
retrieve any
You can of the fields.
use REGEX.

Analyzing Data
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query_documents (index="comptext_sgc_827",

queries = "text:countenance OR text:felicity",
fields=c("year", "title"))%>%
group_by(title,year)%>%
count()%>%
ggplot(aes(x=year,y=n,fill=title))+
geom_col ()

titie
N . Emma
2 . Mansfield Park
“ - Northanger Abbey
. - Persuasion
e . Pride & Prejudice
0- . = == - Sense & Sensibiiity
1805 1810 1815
year

Analyzing Data
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Sofia Gil-Clavel | https://sofiagil.github.io/
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