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Let’s 1st 
sign in to 
AmCAT
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To sign in, you just need to 
access the following link:

From there, you will see this 
webpage:
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Signing In

https://amcat4.labs.vu.nl/ 

https://amcat4.labs.vu.nl/
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Authentication

The email 
may land in 
the spam 

folder.

While you 
receive it, I 

will continue 
with…
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Introduction 
to AmCAT
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Wouter van Atteveldt
Kasper Welbers

Johannes Gruber

by researchers for researchers, society, and data savvy users.
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Developed by

Sofia Gil-Clavel
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The niche
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The niche
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The niche
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The niche
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The niche
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The niche

Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2026



To standardize multimedia 
access and analysis with 

easy-to-use software.

General Goal
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To do so
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To do so

AmCAT strives to:
❖ Be an inclusive tool for anyone interested in understanding 

and engaging with multimedia data analysis.

❖ Provide an entry point to search and share multimedia 
data.

❖ Share multimedia data under the non-consumptive research 
pipeline.

❖ Facilitate the integration of multimedia (text, audio, image, 
& video) data into (research) workflows. 
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16Inclusive

To do so

AmCAT strives to:
❖ Be an inclusive tool for anyone interested in understanding 

and engaging with multimedia data analysis.

❖ Provide an entry point to search and share multimedia 
data.

❖ Share multimedia data under the non-consumptive research 
pipeline.

❖ Facilitate the integration of multimedia (text, audio, image, 
& video) data into (research) workflows. 
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17Inclusive Entry point

To do so

AmCAT strives to:
❖ Be an inclusive tool for anyone interested in understanding 

and engaging with multimedia data analysis.

❖ Provide an entry point to search and share multimedia 
data.

❖ Share multimedia data under the non-consumptive research 
pipeline.

❖ Facilitate the integration of multimedia (text, audio, image, 
& video) data into (research) workflows. 
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18Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive

To do so

AmCAT strives to:
❖ Be an inclusive tool for anyone interested in understanding 

and engaging with multimedia data analysis.

❖ Provide an entry point to search and share multimedia 
data.

❖ Share multimedia data under the non-consumptive research 
pipeline.

❖ Facilitate the integration of multimedia (text, audio, image, 
& video) data into (research) workflows. 
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AmCAT strives to:
❖ Be an inclusive tool for anyone interested in understanding 

and engaging with multimedia data analysis.

❖ Provide an entry point to search and share multimedia 
data.

❖ Share multimedia data under the non-consumptive research 
pipeline.

❖ Facilitate the integration of multimedia (text, audio, image, 
& video) data into (research) workflows. 

Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive Multimedia data

To do so
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Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive Multimedia data

Interactive

Click and drop

Inclusive

20Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2026



Inclusive Entry point Non-
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Inclusive Entry point Non-
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Inclusive Entry point Non-
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Inclusive Entry point Non-
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Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive Multimedia data

Interactive

Click and drop

Inclusive
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Install
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Inclusive Entry point Non-
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Open
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Log-in to server
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Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive Multimedia data 29

Create index
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Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive Multimedia data 30

Upload to server
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Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive Multimedia data 31

Start analyzing 
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Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive Multimedia data 32

Start analyzing 
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Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive Multimedia data

Interactive

Click and drop

Inclusive
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Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive Multimedia data

Entry point
Already running 

in the Societal Analytics 
Lab server and soon in:

34

Share

Se
ar

ch

Analyze

Create a save 
repository to share 
and search for data.
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Jana Bernhard-Harrer

Johannes Gruber
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Non-consumptive
research
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Non-consumptive
research

Refers to analyses methods that can 
be performed without access to the 

full data set.
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Non-consumptive
research

AmCAT enables users to give access 
to others to view the metadata and 
annotations without accessing the 

underlying full text.
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Non-consumptive
research
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Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive Multimedia data 39

Non-consumptive
research

Access Control
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Non-consumptive
research
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Multimedia data
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Source: https://www.elastic.co/elasticsearch  
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Multimedia data
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https://www.elastic.co/elasticsearch


Source: https://www.elastic.co/elasticsearch  
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Multimedia data
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Multimedia data

Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive Multimedia data 44

Text
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Multimedia data

Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive Multimedia data 45

Audio Image VideoText

Future

Sofia Gil-Clavel | 2026



Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive Multimedia data

46

Amsterdam Content 
Analysis Toolkit (AmCAT)
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Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive Multimedia data
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Amsterdam Content 
Analysis Toolkit (AmCAT)
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Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive Multimedia data
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Amsterdam Content 
Analysis Toolkit (AmCAT)
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Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive Multimedia data
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Amsterdam Content 
Analysis Toolkit (AmCAT)
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Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive Multimedia data
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Amsterdam Content 
Analysis Toolkit (AmCAT)
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Inclusive Entry point Non-
consumptive Multimedia data
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Amsterdam Content 
Analysis Toolkit (AmCAT)

https://amcat4.labs.vu.nl/ 
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Using the GUI
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We will cover
Uploading Visualizing
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Giving & Requesting 
Access
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Use the following:

comptext_<your initials>_<a number>



Let’s have a 10 
mins break 
while I accept 
your requests.
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We will cover
Uploading Visualizing
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Giving & Requesting 
Access
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You can choose 
where to 

display them.
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We will cover
Uploading Visualizing Giving & Requesting 

Access
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1

2

You can make 
visible, as many 
variable as you 

want.
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Let’s make 
groups of 5 
people.

You and your team will explore 
the access control features. 
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P1

This allows you to:
• Upload documents.
• Delete documents and your project.
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P2 P3 P5

METAREADER

P4

READEROBSERVER WRITER

ADMIN

By default, you are ADMIN of your project. 

• Give other people access to your project.



P1
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P2 P3 P5

METAREADER

P4

READEROBSERVER WRITER

ADMIN

Exercise:
1. To each member in your team give 

access to your project using the 
different types of access.

2. Based on the access that the others 
gave you: What can you see of each 
project?
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You can 
always 
modify.

You can 
always 
delete.
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General users of the 
AmCAT server can check 
your data based on the 

variables that you made 
visible and what you 

allow them to see.
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P1

P2

P3

P5

METAREADER

P4

READER

OBSERVER WRITER

NONE

Exercise:
1. Each member of your team should 

choose one different type of “Guest 
role” for their project.

2. What can you see of each project?
3. What can you do in each project?
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What if I see an 
interesting 

project? 
Is it possible to 

request access?

Yes, it is possible!
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P1

P2

P3

P5

P4

Exercise:
1. In your team, look for the 

project of the person on 
your right.

2. Access it.
3. Wait for the next 

instructions.
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In another person’s project
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In another person’s project
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In another person’s project
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In another person’s project
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Using the API
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Let’s have a 
10 mins 
break.
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We will cover
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Access AmCAT in R Uploading Data Analyzing Data
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Copy the key 
and save it in 

your computer.
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1. Open R, Rstudio, or whatever software you use to interact 

with R.

2. Open and save the R-script where you will be working.

3. Let me know when you are ready to continue.
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We will cover
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Access AmCAT in R Uploading Data Analyzing Data
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For this part, I will upload the Jane Austen’s books. For this, I will 
use the project that I already created:

As long as I upload documents 
that have these fields, AmCAT will 

be able to process them.
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For this part, I will upload the Jane Austen’s books. For this, I will 
use the project that I already created:
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Using the function upload_documents(), you could also upload 
more documents to your project. 

I do not recommend to this today, because we would 
saturate the server. (:



We will cover
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Access AmCAT in R Uploading Data Analyzing Data
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Yes, index is the same
as project. 
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You can 
use REGEX.

You can 
retrieve any 
of the fields.
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Sofia Gil-Clavel https://sofiag1l.github.io/ 
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https://sofiag1l.github.io/

	Slide 1: Amsterdam Content Analysis Toolkit (AmCAT)
	Slide 2: Let’s 1st sign in to AmCAT
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Introduction to AmCAT
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52: Using the GUI
	Slide 53: We will cover
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56: Let’s have a 10 mins break while I accept your requests.
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64
	Slide 65: We will cover
	Slide 66
	Slide 67
	Slide 68
	Slide 69
	Slide 70
	Slide 71
	Slide 72
	Slide 73
	Slide 74: We will cover
	Slide 75
	Slide 76
	Slide 77
	Slide 78
	Slide 79: Let’s make groups of 5 people.
	Slide 80
	Slide 81
	Slide 82
	Slide 83
	Slide 84
	Slide 85
	Slide 86
	Slide 87
	Slide 88
	Slide 89
	Slide 90
	Slide 91
	Slide 92
	Slide 93
	Slide 94
	Slide 95
	Slide 96
	Slide 97: Using the API
	Slide 98: Let’s have a 10 mins break.
	Slide 99: We will cover
	Slide 100
	Slide 101
	Slide 102
	Slide 103
	Slide 104
	Slide 105
	Slide 106
	Slide 107
	Slide 108
	Slide 109: We will cover
	Slide 110
	Slide 111
	Slide 112
	Slide 113: We will cover
	Slide 114
	Slide 115
	Slide 116
	Slide 117

